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TERM DATES 2022-2023



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Wednesday 8th March

EYFS Parents' Evening
15.00 - 19.00

 
Y11  -  Mock Results Evening

16.30 - 18.30
 

Y10 - NCFE Health and Fitness Exam

Monday 20th March 
Y2 - SATS (all week)
Y6 - SATS (all week)

Tuesday 21st March 

Y1 - Celebration Event 
14.30 - 15.00

 
Y8 - IWM Trip

Wednesday 22nd March

R - Trip to Hounslow Urban Farm 
 

Y5 - Parent Celebration 
14.30 0 15.00

Thursday 23rd March

Y2 - Celebration Event 
14.30 - 15.00

 
N - Y6 Parents' Evening 

15.00 - 19.00
 

Y6 - Reach Score Prize and Auction
14.15 - 15.00

 
Y7 - Your Life, You Choose



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

WB 27th March
Y12 - DofE Practise (New Forest)

Y6 -  SAT Mocks Week

Monday 27th March
R - Big Goals Afternoon Tea

14.00 - 14.40

Tuesday 28th March
 N- Y6 Parents' Evening 

15.00 - 19.00

Wednesday 29th March Y9 - Options, DofE and First Give



REACH RECOMMENDED
READS

We hope you enjoy our recommendations!

EYFS: Nursery and Reception

Esme the emerald fairy by Sarah

Creese

We're going on a bear hunt by

Michael Rosen

KS1: Year 1 and 2

The Dragonsitter by Josh Lacey The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew

Daywelt



Romans on the rampage by Jeremy

Strong
Wilf, the mighty worrier saves the world by Georgia

Pritchett

KS3: Years 7 and 8

UKS2: Years 5 and 6

REACH RECOMMENDED
READS

LKS2: Years 3 and 4



REACH RECOMMENDED
READS

KS4: Years 9-11

KS5: Years 12-13

Parents



UNDERSTANDING
FINANCES 



Year 
Group Parent Workshop

 
  Date and Time 

  
Where

Year 6 
Let’s Talk About Relationships 

and Consent
 

Monday 22nd May 
2023

 
3:30-4:00 pm

Drama Studio
 

LET'S TALK ABOUT IT

Please save the date in your diaries. 

We have chosen topics for each year group depending on the issues we think are most
relevant to that age group. However, if you would like to attend a workshop run by another
year group, you are more than welcome to attend more than one workshop.

We think it is really important that we can have honest adult conversations about the above
issues and create a space where you feel like you can ask the questions you would like to. As
a result, we do not think it is appropriate for children to be present in the room (except
toddlers). 

All children in the year group will remain in the classroom with an adult from the year group
supervising them. They will watch a film in a room, until the workshop is over. They will then
be dismissed in the Main Hall. 

If this is going to be a problem, or if you can’t stay for the event, please flag it with your
child’s class teacher before the event.
If you would like to attend a workshop run by a different year group, please email Harpreet or
Francesca directly so that we can arrange for your child to be supervised until the workshop
is over.

E: harpreet.dhillon@reachacademy.org.uk
E: francesca.reid@reachacademy.org.uk

mailto:harpreet.dhillon@reachacademy.org.uk
mailto:francesca.reid@reachacademy.org.uk


REACH FAMILY GROUP



OPAL (OUTDOOR PLAY AND
LEARNING)

This week the children have been enjoying role playing with the old electronics and getting
creative in the mud kitchen. They have followed recipes using natural resources including
mud, sticks, stones, leaves and grass to make mud pies and soups. A group of year 4
children even worked together to build a mud mountain! To support the children’s role play
further, we are currently asking for donations of a mixture of wooden and metal utensils such
as spatulas, spoons, potato mashers and whisks. We greatly appreciate any donations you
are able to make and ask that they are dropped off in the donation box below the OPAL
notice board on the wall to the right as you enter the primary gate.

12:00 - 12:15
13:15 - 14:30

Parent Play Day
We are very excited to announce that we will be holding an OPAL parent play day on Saturday 25th
March! School will be open to primary families between 12:00 and 14:30pm for you to come and
experience the magic of OPAL playtimes with your child. There will be opportunities for you to have a
direct impact on your child’s play times by bringing along donations and helping us to set up small
world tyres and cable reels for your children such as the images below. 

There will be two entrance times for the event:

Entrance will be via the primary gate. We will be sending a google form via email next week for
anybody wishing to join to sign up. You must have registered your attendance via the form to attend
with your family on the day. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the day!



OPAL (OUTDOOR PLAY AND
LEARNING) CONTINUED...

Call for donations
Finally, we are continuing to ask for donations of second hand loose parts for the playground. Please see 
an updated list of donation requests with pictures below. Any donations can be dropped off at dismissal 
in the OPAL donations box to the right as you enter the primary gate. Alternatively, please email 
bella.sidenius@reachacademy.org.uk to arrange drop off for larger items. 

mailto:bella.sidenius@reachacademy.org.uk


This week in the Seedlings, we have been busy learning about fruit and vegetables. Children
need fruit and vegetables for healthy growth and brain development, and we feel it is
important to introduce them to children at a young age. We looked at the different fruits and
vegetables and had fun with a printing activity. 

NURSERY

This week the Saplings have been eager to explore the new gardening area, and we have learned how 
to use the spades to dig in the mud and make holes to plant seeds in the soil. Children will learn 
various skills such as planting, digging, and watering plants as they develop their knowledge of the 
world around them. Your child may come home with muddy clothes, but this just demonstrates that 
they have been deeply engaged in their learning, which is meaningful and important for their learning 
and development. 



This week in Reception we have been following recipes to make dough for bread rolls. We
read the recipe as a group and followed the numbers step by step to ensure that we have
the correct ingredients. Before starting, we made sure that we had a clean surface, clean
hands and clean utensils to use for our baking. We recapped our capacity skills by making
sure that our cups were full and we described how the appearance and texture of the
ingredients changed as we mixed them together. If you would like to have a go at making
bread rolls with your child at home, you can use the recipe below.  

Choose a number between 1-10 and count out the same number of objects
Share them into groups of 2, 3, 4 or 5 items until there are none left to group/some leftover “I have
made ___ groups”
“I have __ objects in each group with ___ leftover”

Choose number (8) and count out 8 items “I have 8 counters”
Share 8 into groups of 2. “I have 4 groups”. If your child needs support to identify the groups they
can circle them as they count
Count the number of items in each group. “There are 2 counters in each group with 0 leftover.”

In maths, we have been exploring grouping and sharing within 10. We have done so by sharing numbers
to ten into groups of 2, 3, 4 and 5. To create groups at home with your children you can practise following
the next steps:

1.
2.

3.
E.g. 

1.
2.

3.
    Count the “There are 10 counters altogether.”

 
 

RECEPTION



This week in Year 1 we have enjoyed world book week. We have read a variety of different 
texts during the week. Children have also been reading their favourite books during World 
Book Day. We have enjoyed the book fair this week and read so many fun books. At home, 
you can encourage your children to read for pleasure.

YEAR 1



It’s been a brilliant start to the Spring term in Year 2. We have come back full of energy and 
ready to kick on with our learning.

In Maths, we have begun an exciting unit on money. We began by recapping the value of 
different coins and notes, and talked about why it is that we need different denominations. 
For example, would you prefer paying using 100 pennies, or a £1 coin?We progressed onto 
being able to create the same value using different combinations of coins and notes. We 
finished the unit by looking at how to work out change.

In writing, we have started learning about poetry and the imaginative language used. We are 
learning that poems are written in stanzas and can sometimes use rhyming words or a 
repetitive rhythm. The poem we are writing is called ‘If I were in charge of the world’ and we 
are having so much fun thinking about different rules we would implement if we ruled the 
world. 

In Science, we learnt that the universe is everything beyond the Earth’s atmosphere. We 
learnt that ‘outer sphere’ begins about 100km above Earth, past the Karman Line. In 
Geography, we learnt that the Earth is made up of 4 main layers; crust, mantle, outer core 
and inner core. 

YEAR 2



YEAR 2

We love it when children bring in projects that link to these topics. Please encourage them to do so!

In PE, we have begun our unit on team work and ball work. In ball work, we practised the ready position 
for catching which involves bending your legs at the knees, tracking the ball and making a bowl shape 
with your hands. 

In art, we are learning about the famous American artist Georgia O’Keeffe. Georgia O’Keeffe loved to paint 
natural objects such as landscapes and enlarged flowers. We have been imagining how enormous a 
flower would seem to a small insect like a bee and using a magnifying glass to draw these flowers so we 
include lots of detail. 

In D.T, we are learning how to sew and will be making a small pouch by the end of term. We will be 
practising how to thread a needle and sewing 2 pieces of fabric together using a running stitch. We are 
really excited to start this unit so we can create a pouch to keep some of our important items in!



We cannot quite believe we are already 2 weeks into the second week of Spring 2! What a
fantastic 2 weeks it has been. 

We have absolutely loved starting our new Book Club text, Journey to Jo’burg. The text is
set in South Africa during the time of The Apartheid. The children should be able to explain
to you what The Apartheid was and its history. Do ask them about it and what the
consequences of this law being passed were. It is so important that children have a good
understanding of this time in history, if they are to get the most out of the text. 

YEAR 3

Have a look at Idiris’ 
comments about the 
impression we have of 
our main character Naledi 
in Chapter 1

What is a complex sentence? 
What is a subordinate clause? 
What is the purpose of a suspense narrative? 
How does an author build suspense for the reader?

In Literacy, we have started our new writing unit based on the fiction text Wolves in the Walls. It is a 
suspense narrative so children are learning how to evoke fear in their readers. We have been learning 
about the use of ellipsis as well as how to use subordinating clauses at the beginning of sentences to 
build cohesion. You can ask your children the following questions: 



YEAR 3 Continued...

This half term, we are studying a Geography unit all about Feltham! We have learnt that Feltham is in 
the city of London and the borough of Hounslow. We have also been looking at maps of Feltham so 
that we can describe how Feltham has changed over time. If you have This half term, we are studying a 
Geography unit all about Feltham! We have learnt that Feltham is in the city of London and the 
borough of Hounslow. We have also been looking at maps of Feltham so that we can describe how
Feltham has changed over time. If you have any old maps, pictures, or information that you would like 
to share about Feltham, do get your child to bring it in. We would love to see it! 

Today, lots of the Year 3 partook in the Phase 2 show of Little Red Riding Hood and the bad wolf. A 
HUGE shoutout to all those children who sung, danced and acted so beautifully, making it a show to 
remember. We are all so proud of you! 

Roll on the next 2 weeks of FANTASTIC learning in Year 3! 



YEAR 4

Year 4 were so excited this week for our trip to the Lyceum Theatre to watch the Lion King
musical. We had an amazing time watching the performance and the students' behaviour
was impeccable, we received some lovely compliments from members of the public on the
train and in the theatre. Well done team!!

Year 4 have been really enjoying their book club book this half term! The book is Varjak Paw by 
S. F. Said. It is about a Mesopotamian Blue cat who leaves home for the first time on a mission 
to learn a secret martial art and find a dog.

In DT, the students are learning about Food Technology. They learnt about what makes a good 
cookie, how cookies are made and even got to make some cookies themselves to take home.
 

Year 4 went swimming for the first time this week. All of the students had a chance to get in the 
pool and show off their swimming skills or learn how to swim for the first time. They all showed 
so much courage! 



YEAR 5 

Year 5 have had a fantastic start to the new
half term! We have been really enjoying
starting our new Book Club book ‘Windrush
Child’ by Benjamin Zephaniah. It tells the
moving story of 10-year-old Leonard leaving
his beloved grandma in Jamaica to start a
new life with his parents in Manchester. 

In Maths, we have started two new units.
One on percentages that has built on our
fractions and decimals learning from last
half term. This week we have also started a
unit on transformation and co-ordinates. 

We have also had a change of monitors this
half term! Year 5 are so fantastic at helping
out around the school. We have pupils who
help at lunch time, who help in the library,
who read with younger pupils and in lots of
other ways! Thank you to all our amazing
monitors.



YEAR 6

Throughout our religious studies units this year, we have really enjoyed hearing from
the pupils, especially when they share their personal experiences with the team. Shout
out to Dylan in 6 Don for sharing lots of information about Sikhism in his humanities
lessons.

So far, pupils have learned about the foundation of Sikhism, and they have story
mapped Guru Nanak’s life. Here is Tanya’s excellent story map. 

Year 6 pupils have returned to school with an excellent
attitude towards their learning. In religious studies this
term, we have started a new topic on Sikhism.

At Reach Academy, we believe that all of our pupils
should study each of the six world major religions
throughout their primary education. Having a deep
understanding of religion enables our students to
understand the world through different perspectives
and promotes two of our five fundamental British
values: mutual respect and tolerance of different
cultures and religions.



YEAR 6

 What is monism?
 What does polytheistic mean?
 What is the oldest religion?
 When was Christianity founded?
 When did Sikhism begin?
 Who was Guru Nanak?
 What was the caste system?
 What is langar?
 Why is it important to Sikhs?
 Who became guru after Guru Nanak?
 How is Sikhism different from Hinduism? 
 How many gurus were there?
 How many tests did Guru Angad face? 
What does Angad mean and why did Guru Nanak give him this name? 
What did Guru Arjan build? 

IHere is a list of fifteen questions to ask your child about their new topic on Sikhism. 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.



Year 7 have shown such courage and determination for learning since they returned to
school last week. We are continuing to focus on kindness in Year 7 and in particular, we are
beginning to take ownership of our behaviours and understand the positive impact of this
on the learning in the classroom. To celebrate this and to create some competition between
form classes and students, we have created some beautiful displays to showcase all of the
amazing things that students do relentlessly (see below). The top 5 students in each class
with the highest payslips scores consecutively for two weeks will receive a reward of their
choosing with the tutor fellows! Perhaps a fancy breakfast? Maybe some delicious cookie
decorating or some creative slime making? It’s up to you! 

In Science lessons, Year 7 has been learning about different types of waves. They have
learned to distinguish between longitudinal and transverse waves. They are able to label the
key features of waves and describe things such as wavelength, frequency and amplitude.
We are going to develop this learning in order to understand how sound is produced and
received by the end of next week.

During Food Technology lessons, Year 7 students have been making pancakes this week.
This is something we have made before but this provided a good opportunity for the pupils
to recall the main ingredients and how to make them.

In Gardening Club, our Year 7 and Year 8 members have been hard at work this cycle, and
the bulbs we planted before Christmas and at the start of January have started to pop up.
We are currently working on clearing beds for planting lots of lovely fruits and vegetables
ready to harvest in summer- look at one of the huge roots that Riley dug up!

YEAR  7

Notice:
If you could not make the Isle of Wight residential information evening, please look on Google 
Classroom as I have posted the powerpoint I shared during this session.
To confirm, please bring packed suitcases in for: Wednesday 29th March 2023 (last day of term before 
INSET). 



Reflect: Varunan - For reflecting on his previous actions and making some really great
choices.
Endeavor: Daisy - For not only remaining so committed to her own learning, but helping
others around her too. 
Aspire: Christine - For giving 100% in everything that she does, not letting tiredness or
feeling unwell stop her from achieving her goals.
Show Courage: Brandon - For coming into school when he isn’t feeling 100% and
engaging so well in his lessons. 
Have Fun: Lena - For taking her passion for art outside of the classroom and into her
science project planning. 

Reflect: Kallie- For reflecting on a lot of the green pen answers and trying her best to
produce well structured answers in English.
Endeavor: Jayden - For great endeavour and outstanding merit tracking, answering all of
the requests in French with speed and got Head of the River! 
Aspire: Lily- For trying really hard to use ambitious vocabulary in her What-How-Why
paragraphs and being very successful.
Show Courage: Ismaeel- For finding to follow the What-How-Why paragraph tricky yet
attempting it and accomplishing a great response
Have Fun: David and Max- For looking after the chromebook trolley so well, they ensure
all the chrome books are accounted for and charged #letsgo

Key dates:
Netball Match - Reach vs Heathlands: 02/03/23
Netball Tournament at Heathlands: 09/03/23 
Assessment Week: 13/03/23-17/03/23
Netball Match - Reach vs Spring West: 16/03/23
IOW Residential: 17/04/23 - 20/04/23
BE Residential to Jamie’s Farm: 22/05/23 - 26/05/23

7 Thames Shout Outs: 

7 Leam Shout Outs: 

Payslip Heroes of the Week! 

C2 W6
Leam: Willow = 413
Thames: Calleigh = 383 

YEAR  7



Year 8 continues to work hard in all lessons! In form time, we are focusing on kindness and discussing
what it means to be a bystander or upstander to bullying. In assemblies, we have been learning about
International Self Esteem Month, and continuing our Reading Challenge. A treasure hunt in the library is
one of the highlights for our World Book Day celebrations!

We are finalising the activities that the students will do during our residential stay on the Isle of Wight.
Students will be completing activities in groups of 15 and alternate, so that all students have a chance to
take part in each one. We are going to be trying archery, catapult shooting and orienteering. Also, we are
going to learn the many ways humans have made fire throughout history. For example, using the bow drill
and tinder. We will learn how to cook soup on a campfire and even learn how to make ropes and slings
from natural woodland fibres. We will also make shelters from things available to us in the woods. I am
super excited to continue planning this trip and will share more information over the coming weeks!

In English, the students are studying Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde- they have just got to the plot twist in the
story! They wrote some fantastic gothic stories and they have shown courage by sharing them with their
teammates.

YEAR  8



Merit Heroes - this half term so far

Team Derwent
David - 115
Chinwe - 113
Steven - 99
Ahmed - 81
Benigno - 78

Team Liffey
Calvin - 80
Aaishah- 72
Archie- 70
Nicole- 65
Ameer- 64

YEAR  8 Continued...

Yn Science lessons over the last two weeks, students have been looking closely at the different blood 
vessels in the body and how they are adapted to carry out their functions. We have also explored the 
structure of a leaf, the vessels that transport substances in a plant and the process of transpiration (Here 
are some examples of their excellent notes!) 



Over the past week, Year 9 have been working really hard on their First Give presentations.
Massive shout out to Adam, Rathin, Robin, Mohammed Amar, Jahzara, Umar, Tomi, Jagoda,
Rhys, Kristian, Angela, Abhai, Hashim, Fred, Valerie and Yajnasree who delivered excellent
assemblies to Year 7, 8 and 10 about their chosen charities. 

In English, Year 9 have finished reading Kafka’s Metamorphosis and have been tracking the
transformation of characters throughout the text. They have produced some excellent
timelines with highlighted high level vocabulary. 

YEAR  9



This week was the Hounslow Regional Final of the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge. Reach
Academy was represented by Vinnie Kiefer, after an assembly final a few weeks ago where we were
really impressed with all four of our finalists: Vinnie, Mustafa, Joshua and Heer. The confidence with
which they all spoke was incredibly impressive! We were really proud of Vinnie when he took to the
stage at Brentford School for Girls to give his speech ‘Dream Big or Small’. He spoke with confidence
and got a lot of laughs from the audience! What an amazing representative for Y10 and our school
community - well done Vinnie!

YEAR  10 



Year 11 successfully completed their mocks, and are now moving into the final push for
their GCSE exams. As ever, their work ethic and their attitude continues to be outstanding
and they are responding to the challenge of their exam year with fantastic resilience. 

Key dates up coming for Year 11:

Wednesday 9th March, 3pm-7pm: Parent Consultation Evening

Please ensure you have checked your emails and signed up for a time to come and see all
the teachers- they will be returning the mock grades and giving students and families
feedback on what they should be working on in order to achieve their target grades. All staff
involved with Year 11 will be present, so there will also be opportunities to talk to us about
any other queries or concerns, and how best to support your child through the exam period.

April 3rd-April 6th: Holyport Residential

This is a fantastic opportunity in the Easter holidays for students to spend some time
working on revision with their subject teachers, and also relaxing in the lovely surroundings
and facilities at the Holyport Centre. Places have been confirmed, please do check with the
Front Office about payment schedules or for any other questions or queries.

YEAR  11



It has been a month of great individual accomplishments here at Feltham College as a
number of students have continued to excel both academically and in extracurricular
pursuits. We are currently feeling very proud of Chisa who has been accepted into the
Oxford University UNIQ Medicine Programme. This highly competitive programme provides
unique insights into the six years of studying Oxford Medicine. 

Over half term, Sacdiyo, Sam, Bavneet, Callum, Immanuel, Senifa, Snigda, Hadi and Moiz all
came in on their day off to speak at the Feltham Convening Partnership Business Breakfast!
The pupils spoke passionately to a large group of representatives from the Feltham
business community about improving their community and the opportunities available to
young people in the area.

This week Aisha and Libby travelled to Lady Eleanor Holles secondary school to present
projects they have been working on as part of the Social Sciences subject society. Both
pupils presented to a large group of teachers from the school with Aisha speaking
passionately about the issue of domestic violence and Libby presenting some fascinating
research on Sleep Paralysis. The teachers from Lady Eleanor Holles were astounded by the
exceptional public speaking of both students who were outstanding ambassadors for
Feltham College. 

SIXTH FORM



SPRING 2 CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW



You Said! We Did!

Increase portion sizes
More food is now

available for each Year
Group from Y5 upwards

Include a greater variety
of desserts as they have
been getting repetitive 

Across our 15 day menu,
there are now 13 different
desserts compared to 11

last term

We would like to be able
to add salt to the food

The Department for
Education’s food

standards guide advises
that schools must not
provide salt to add to
food after it has been

cooked 

Students would like
couscous and the Apple

crumble back on the
menu

Both of these things are
back on this term’s

menu!

Packed lunch portions
are too small

The current sandwich,
cake and fruit offer has
been amended to a sub
roll, a cake, 2 pieces of

fruit and a pack of crisps

PUPIL VOICE FEEDBACK

Last term, the Pupil Voice groups met to discuss the food at Reach Academy.

Here's what came out of the meetings, and what we are going to do moving forwards!



TALKING TEENS WORKSHOPS



TALKING TEENS WORKSHOPS
CONTINUED...



WEST LONDON LGBT YOUTH
GROUP



EALING AND HOUNSLOW YOUNG
CARERS PROJECT



DADDY DAY CARE



FELTHAM
FOOTBALL CLUB

FELTHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

FELTHAM YOUTH THEATRE



Reach Training



JUNIOR BAKE OFF



CAP JOB CLUBS



REACH US ON

info@reachacademy.org.uk


