
Year 7

Cycle 1: The
Geography of the
UK

Core knowledge:

● Map skills including altitude on a
map, compass directions, map
symbols.

● Atlas skills including using grid
references and using the index.

● Field sketch and field map skills
● Identifying sedimentary, igneous

and metamorphic rocks.
● Explaining how geology affects the

landscape of the UK.
● Describing the political geography

of the UK.
● Explaining how the UK is connected

to the wider world.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice recall
questions on above core
knowledge and extended
written answers to apply
knowledge.

Curriculum sequence: this unit builds
on concepts covered in phase 2 - key
processes  (erosion, deforestation) and
key concepts (urban and rural) Linking
them to the overarching organisation
of physical and human geography and
introducing the overarching themes of
change, connection and diversity. The
threshold concept of geology will
prepare pupils for subsequent units on
plate tectonics, river processes and
glaciation in phase 3, GCSE and A
level.

The unit will also cover the UK’s
international links considering the G7,
Commonwealth, UN and international

Cycle 2: Plate
tectonics

Core knowledge

● Understanding the structure of the
Earth.

● Knowing the characteristics of
continental and oceanic crust.

● Explaining why the Earth’s crust
moves

● Understanding why volcanoes
form.

● Describing volcanic eruption.
● Explaining why earthquakes occur
● How people can prepare for

hazards like volcanoes and
earthquakes.

● Explaining why people live in
hazardous zones.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice and recall
questions on above core
knowledge. Extended
application of knowledge
questions.

Curriculum sequence: this unit will build
on the geological concepts covered in
cycle 1 or year seven and will provide
prior knowledge needed for the year 9
energy unit as well as the tectonic
hazards units studied at GCSE. IT will
also touch on the contributions plate
tectonics make to climate change and
so provide background knowledge for
the climate unit in cycle three as well as
climate change units at GCSE.

Links to National Curriculum: This unit
helps pupils to explore physical
geography relating to: geological
timescales and plate tectonics; rocks,
weathering and soils. It further refines
their understanding of human
processes and themes such as
international development and how
different countries are able to respond

Cycle 3: Weather,
climate and ice.

Core knowledge:

● The components of weather.
● Understanding air pressure and how

warm air and cold air behave.
● Air masses that affect the UK and

the weather they cause.
● Factors causing long term climatic

change of the earth.
● Natural and human factors

responsible for climate change.
● Glaciers and how they shape the

land.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice and recall
questions on above core
knowledge. Extended
application of knowledge
questions.

Curriculum sequence: This unit will
introduce pupils to the concepts of
weather and climate and help provide
foundation for future units of study:
Energy; Coasts and climate change.

Links to National Curriculum: weather
and climate including the change in
climate from the ice age to the present.



aid which will prepare for future units
on development, global trade and food
security.

Links to National Curriculum: physical
geography relating to: geological
timescales and plate tectonics; rocks,
weathering and soils. human
geography relating to: population and
urbanisation; international
development; build on their knowledge
of globes, maps and atlases and apply
and develop this knowledge routinely
in the classroom and in the field

to natural hazards. It also touches on
the types of economic activity that are
associated with tectonic activity.

Skills: Satellite photo analysis and map
interpretation for hazard zones and
planning evacuations and responses.
Maps at a global scale looking at
tectonic boundaries.



Year 8

Cycle 1: The
development gap

Core knowledge:

● The global distribution of wealth
and correlation with health.

● Defining development and using
indicators

● Haiti - understanding the causes of
poverty.

● The sustainable development goals
and how they promote gender
equality.

● Fair trade and international
development.

● The role of international
organisations such as The UN and
NGOs in development.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice and recall
questions on above core
knowledge. An extended
application of knowledge
question and an indicator
analysis activity.

Curriculum sequence: This unit links to
the previous units of population,
people cities and wealth, and will help
prepare for future units on energy, food
insecurity and climate change. It
directly prepares pupils for studying
topics related to development at GCSE.

Links to National Curriculum: Locational
knowledge and spatial awareness of
countries; human geography -
international development, economic
activity and population; physical
geography - weather and climate, plate
tectonics and the environmental causes
of poverty.

Cycle 2: Tropical
rainforests

Core knowledge:

● Ecosystem characteristics and
processes.

● Different biomes and their
distribution.

● Global atmospheric circulation
model and the distribution of
rainforests.

● Water and nutrient cycling in the
rainforest.

● Biodiversity and plant adaptations.
● Traditional and commercial

rainforest use.
● Methods of protecting the

rainforest.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice recall
questions on above core
knowledge and an essay
question on the fragility of the
tropical rainforest.

Curriculum sequence: This unit draws
on knowledge gained in weather,
climate and ice, and introduces the
concept of biomes which will support
the food insecurity unit and prepares
for GCSE topics on global biomes.

Links to National Curriculum: Locational
knowledge and spatial awareness of the
world’s biomes; human geography and
the use of natural resources, primary
economic activity; physical geography -
rocks, weathering and soils, weather
and climate; how human processes can
influence and change environments and
climate.

Cycle 3: Rivers and
fieldwork

Core knowledge:

● Quantitative and qualitative data.
● Researching a topic and setting an

enquiry question.
● Data collection techniques - counts

and measurements.
● Methods of data presentation -

tables, simple graphs and using
GIS.

● Data analysis skills - measures of
central tendency, annotating
photos, graphical description.

● Writing a conclusion, drawing on
evidence to answer the research
question.

● Evaluating the fieldwork to suggest
improvements.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice and recall
questions on above core
knowledge. Fieldwork write up
of mini investigation.

Curriculum sequence: This unit will
extend the knowledge gained in the
year 6 local fieldwork unit, draw on
some themes covered in people cities
and wealth and will develop data
analysis and presentation skills to
support all units.

Links to National Curriculum: to collect,
interpret and communicate a range of
sources of geographical information.





Year 9

Cycle 1: The
Geography of the
UK

Core knowledge:

● Map skills including altitude on a
map, compass directions, map
symbols.

● Atlas skills including using grid
references and using the index.

● Field sketch and field map skills
● Identifying sedimentary, igneous

and metamorphic rocks.
● Explaining how geology affects the

landscape of the UK.
● Describing the political geography

of the UK.
● Explaining how the UK is connected

to the wider world.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice recall
questions on above core
knowledge and extended
written answers to apply
knowledge.

Curriculum sequence: this unit is
necessary for this year group to study
because they have significant gaps
caused by lost learning time during the
pandemic. It covers key processes
(erosion, deforestation) and key
concepts (urban and rural) Linking them
to the overarching organisation of
physical and human geography and
introducing the broad themes of
change, connection and diversity. The
threshold concept of geology will
prepare pupils for GCSE and A level
units on plate tectonics, river processes
and glaciation.

The unit will also cover the UK’s

Cycle 2: Energy

Core knowledge:

● Global energy production and
consumption.

● Formation and extraction of fossil
fuels.

● Advantages and disadvantages of
fossil fuels.

● Advantages and disadvantages of
nuclear.

● Sources of renewable energy.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice and recall
questions on above core
knowledge. Two extended
questions to show application
of knowledge.

Curriculum sequence: This unit extends
knowledge gained in units covering
globalisation and the development gap
and will help prepare pupils for the
climate change unit in cycle 3. It
directly prepares pupils for studying
resource issues at GCSE.

Links to National Curriculum:
Locational knowledge and spatial
awareness of the world’s countries;
human geography and the use of
natural resources; physical geography -
geological timescales, plate tectonics
and rocks; how human processes can
influence and change environments and
climate.

Cycle 3: Food
insecurity

Core knowledge:

● Characteristics and distribution of
hot deserts.

● Plant and animal adaptations.
● Cultural adaptations in the Sahel

and India.
● The causes of desertification.
● The effect of desertification on food

security.
● Physical and human causes of food

insecurity.
● Appropriate and high-tech

solutions.

Assessment:

➔ Multiple choice and recall
questions on above core
knowledge. An extended
application of knowledge
question and a data analysis
activity.

Curriculum sequence: This unit links to
the previous units: energy; changes in
climate; population and the
Development gap. It directly prepares
pupils for studying resource issues at
GCSE.

Links to National Curriculum: Locational
knowledge and spatial awareness of
Africa and Asia appreciating similarities
and differences by developing place
knowledge; focusing on hot desert
environmental regions; human
geography - the use of natural
resources; physical geography -
weather and climate and changes in
climate; how human processes can
influence and change environments and
climate.



international links considering the G7,
Commonwealth, UN and international
aid which will prepare for future units
on energy and  food security.

Links to National Curriculum: physical
geography relating to: geological
timescales and plate tectonics; rocks,
weathering and soils. human
geography relating to: population and
urbanisation; international
development; build on their knowledge
of globes, maps and atlases and apply
and develop this knowledge routinely
in the classroom and in the field



Year 10

Cycle 1

Core knowledge:

● Tectonic hazards: The physical
processes causing earthquakes and
volcanoes; the impact of wealth on
the effects and responses to
tectonic hazards; management
strategies to reduce the effects of
tectonic hazards.

● Weather hazards: Global
atmospheric circulation; tropical
storm formation; UK weather
hazards and extreme weather.

● Climate change: The natural and
human causes; mitigation and
adaptation strategies.

● The living world - ecosystems: small
scale and global scale (biomes);
biotic and abiotic components;
trophic levels and food webs.

Assessment:

➔ GCSE style paper testing
factual recall, graphical and
data analysis skills and
application of knowledge.

Curriculum sequence: Content will
strengthen and develop knowledge
from phase 3 units - plate tectonics;
weather, climate and ice; Tropical
rainforests; coasts and climate change.

Cycle 2

Core knowledge:

● The living world - tropical
rainforests: characteristics; plant and
animal adaptations; causes and
impacts of deforestation.

● The living world - hot deserts:
characteristics; plant and animal
adaptations; opportunities and
challenges of development in hot
deserts; desertification causes.

● UK coasts: physical processes
affecting the coast; the formation of
coastal erosion and deposition
landforms; coastal management
strategies.

● UK Rivers: The long profile and the
changing cross section of a river
valley; fluvial processes; landforms
resulting from erosion and
deposition; the costs and benefits
of differing management strategies.

Assessment:

➔ GCSE style paper testing
factual recall, graphical and
data analysis skills and
application of knowledge.

Curriculum sequence: content will
strengthen and develop knowledge
from phase three units - Tropical
rainforests; fieldwork; coasts and
climate change.

Cycle 3

Core knowledge:

● Urban issues and challenges: factors
affecting urbanisation rates;
megacities.

● Urban change and growth in a newly
emerging economy (Brazil) and for a
city in the UK (Bristol).

● Urban sustainability - management
of resources and transport.

● Fieldwork studying a UK coastal
location.

Assessment:

➔ GCSE style paper testing
factual recall, graphical and
data analysis skills and
application of knowledge for
all of year 10 content.

Curriculum sequence: Content will
strengthen and develop knowledge
from phase three units - Globalisation;
People, cities and wealth; The
development gap; Renewable and
non-renewable energy.

All core knowledge stated in this overview is contained within the AQA GCSE specification found here.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance


Year 11

Cycle 1

Core knowledge:

● Urban change and growth in a newly
emerging economy (Brazil) and for a
city in the UK (Bristol).

● Urban sustainability - management
of resources and transport.

● The changing economic world: the
development gap, Nigeria as an
example of an NEE, The changing
UK economy.

Assessment:

➔ Mini mocks - GCSE style paper
testing factual recall, graphical
and data analysis skills and
application of knowledge.

Curriculum sequence: content from this
cycle will strengthen and develop
knowledge from phase three units -
food insecurity, people cities and
wealth, energy, development and
globalisation.

Cycle 2

Core knowledge:

● The changing economic world: The
changing UK economy.

● The significance of food, water and
energy to economic and social well
being.

● An overview of food, water and
energy resources in relation to the
UK.

● Food - factors leading to food
insecurity; methods to increase food
production.

● Fieldwork and skills module -
methods of data collection,
presentation and analysis including
maps, graphs, photos.

● Revision

Assessment:

➔ Mock examinations covering
whole specification.

Curriculum sequence: Content from this
cycle will strengthen and develop skills
acquired in the fieldwork unit and the
food insecurity unit.

Cycle 3

Core knowledge:

● Pre- release material for paper
three.

● Revision

Assessment:

➔ GCSE examination.

All core knowledge stated in this overview is contained within the AQA GCSE specification
found here.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification-at-a-glance


Year 13

Cycle 1

Core knowledge:

● NEA write up
● The water and carbon cycles as

natural systems
● The water cycle - processes, stores

and flows
● The carbon cycle - processes, stores

and flows
● Water, carbon, climate and life on

earth
● Qualitative and quantitative skills -

mass balance and unit conversions.

Assessment:

➔ AP5 - assessing on content
covered in year 12 using
A-level style questions.

Curriculum sequence: Content will
develop and strengthen knowledge
from the GCSE topics - Ecosystems; UK
landscapes - rivers.

Cycle 2:

Core knowledge:

● Globalisation dimensions (flows of
capital, goods, ideas) and
globalisation factors (transport,
communication, technologies etc)

● Global systems - economic, social,
environmental and political
interdependence.

● International trade and access to
markets

● Global governance international
norms, laws and institutions such as
the United Nations.

Assessment:

➔ AP6 - assessing all content
covered in the A-level using
past papers.

Curriculum sequence: Content from this
cycle with strengthen and develop
knowledge acquired from GCSE units -
Challenges in the human world.

Cycle 3:

Core knowledge:

● The global commons
● Antarctica as a global common
● Revision

Assessment:

➔ A level examination

All core knowledge stated in this overview is contained within the AQA GCSE specification
found here.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037/subject-content/human-geography#Global_systems_and_global_governance

